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St. Albans

Head Start adds hours

By ELAINE EZERINS
Messenger Staff Writer

SWANTON — Champlain Valley Head Start 
(CVHS) will soon offer 30 hours of  free pre-

school at two of  their classrooms in Franklin 
County, Swanton and St. Albans, thanks to a 
federal duration grant. 
 CVHS is a program of  the Champlain 
Valley Office of  Economic Opportunity, pro-
viding comprehensive services, including 
early education, health and nutrition, family 
engagement and social services to pregnant 
women, children from birth to age five and 
their families throughout Franklin, Grand 
Isle, Chittenden and Addison Counties. 
 Head Start created the early learning cen-
ters in Swanton and St. Albans this past 
September beginning at 20 hours a week, run-
ning Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. 
 Through the duration grant, the hours can 
now be extended to a full school day. 
 CVHS is in the process of  hiring addition-
al staff  and plans to implement the addition-

‘It’s a benefit for children and a support for families.’ 
Paul Behrman, CVHS

Program will 
offer full day 
of free preschool

TODAY’S
OBITUARIES

• PATRICK E. COCHRAN, 
Wolcott, Vt.
• CHRIS E. 
FARNSWORTH, St. Albans
• DAVID W. FLANDERS, 
78, East Fairfield
See obituaries, page 5, 
or subscribe to our digital edition 
at www.samessenger.com

Tonight: A few clouds. Low 6.
Tomorrow: Mostly sunny. High 28.
ForecaST, Page 6
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Travis 
Belisle at a 
Montpelier 
Public 
Service 
Board confer-
ence in oct. 
2016, flanked 
by ashley 
Belisle, left, 
and attorney 
anthony 
Iarrapino, 
right.
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Police: Man
impersonates
county Sheriff

 RICHFORD — A Richford 
man has been charged with 
impersonating a police offi-
cer after allegedly showing a 
badge to a Franklin County 
Sheriff ’s Deputy and claim-
ing to be a member of  the St. 
Albans Police Dept. (SAPD).
 According to the sheriff ’s 
office, Michael O. Bushey, 59, 
approached the deputy on 
March 14 at approximately 
10:20 p.m. while the deputy was 
speaking with an ATV opera-
tor who had been stopped for 
driving on Main Street.
 Bushey pulled up in a black 
GMC truck equipped with a 
flashing blue light in the wind-
shield after driving the wrong 
way down a one-way street, the 
sheriff ’s office reports.
 Stating he was “a cop,” 
Bushey reportedly showed the 
deputy a shield-style badge, 
adding that he worked for the 
St. Albans Police and asking 
the deputy if  he was “all set.”
 After confirming that 
Bushey was not an officer with 
the SAPD, the deputy cited him 
for impersonating a police offi-
cer, having a blue light without 
a permit, and violating munici-
pal traffic laws.
 Bushey is scheduled to 
appear in Franklin County 
Superior Court on April 17.

Feds make big heroin bust at Colchester business
By MARK JOHNSON & MORGAN TRUE 
VTDigger.org

COLCHESTER — Agents with the 
Drug Enforcement Administra-

tion (DEA) arrested two suspected 
New York City drug dealers with 
more than a kilogram of  heroin out-
side a local painting business over the 
weekend, according to a DEA agent.
 Days earlier agents had arrested 
Darrick Holmes, owner of  Almighty 
Peaks Painting, whom the DEA 
described as a midlevel drug distrib-
utor. That investigation led to the 

arrest of  Holmes’ alleged suppliers, 
according to DEA special agent Brian 
Villella.
 Agents arrested Shawn Alonso 
and Tamara Moody outside Almighty 
Peaks Painting on Saturday, accord-
ing to Villella. Both New York City 
residents are charged with heroin 
possession with intent to distribute.
 The West Shore Drive property is 
owned by Sen. Dick Mazza, D-Grand 
Isle District. Mazza said Tuesday 
that he had heard rumors of  crimi-

almighty 
Peaks 
Painting in 
colchester is 
the business 
from which 
Darrick 
Holmes was 
allegedly 
distributing 
drugs.

MORGAN TRUE, VTDigger.org

ANDREA HOULIHAN, Photos
above left, a girl reads a book she received for free from the Franklin grand Isle Bookmobile during a family dinner at the champlain Valley Head Start Swanton early 
Learning center Monday evening. above right, two preschool boys play with blocks at the champlain Valley Head Start Swanton early Learning center Monday.

INSIDe: 
SaSa 12U 
Tier II team 
wins Stowe 
tournament. 
SPorTS, 16

® See SCHOOL on page 5

Swanton Wind faces
further allegations
By TOM BENTON
Messenger Staff Writer

SWANTON — A Swanton sugaring business is 
suing Swanton Wind, alleging trespassing and 

illegal road construction as well as a host of  com-

plaints related to the project itself, despite the fact 
the project is still undergoing a Public Service 
Board review.
 Mark and Marianne Dubie own M&M VT Maple, 

® See WIND on page 5

® See DRUGS on page 15
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al hours this September; 
however, if  the hiring 
and training process goes 
smoothly, the new schedule 
could begin as early as mid 
to late spring, according to 
Paul Behrman, the director 
of  Champlain Valley Head 
Start.
 During a dinner at the 
Swanton Early Learning 
Center Monday eve-
ning, Behrman formally 
announced the extend-
ed day to parents and 
explained why the extra 10 
hours are so vital. 
 He said research shows 
children are better pre-
pared for kindergarten and 
families are better served 
when preschool is offered 
for the full day. 
 Behrman added that if  
the preschool day can align 
with the K - 12 school day, 
it simplifies the process of  

getting kids to school for 
parents and minimizes the 
number of  transitions for 
the children. He said par-
ents will not have to cob-
ble together preschool and 
other forms of  care for the 
children in order to have 
them taken care of  during 
the work day. 
 In addition, CVHS, 
which already offers free 
breakfast and lunch, plans 
to add an afternoon snack. 
 “It’s a benefit for chil-
dren and a support for fam-
ilies,” he said. 
 Instead of  tacking on an 
additional two hours per 
day onto the end of  the cur-
rent schedule, CVHS plans 
to survey the current fami-
lies at the learning centers 
and those in the cue for 2017 
to see what kind of  sched-
ule would best fit them, 
according to Behrman. 

 There is still space at 
both learning centers 
for three and four-year-
olds, according to Andrea 
Houlihan, the assistant 
enrollment manager at 
CVHS. 
 CVHS serves families 
with an annual income 
within 100 percent of  the 
federal poverty level, and a 
limited number of  families 
up to 130 percent of  the fed-
eral poverty level. 
 A four-person household 
at 100 percent of  the federal 
poverty level equates to an 
annual income of  $24,300.
 An open house for inter-
ested families will be on 
Saturday, April 1 from 10:00 
a.m.  12:00 p.m. Families 
can stop by, meet the teach-
ers, see the classrooms, 
and fill out an application, 
according to Houlihan. 
 

PATRICK E. 
COCHRAN

Patrick E. Cochran 
passed away unexpect-

edly at his home on March 
16, 2017. 
 Born on July 9, 1946 
in Berkley, California, he 
was the son of  L. Wayne 
Cochran and Mildred 
Cochran.
 Patrick attended 
Peekskill Military 
Academy in Peekskill, N.Y. 
He was a member of  the Vt. 
Army National Guard for 
over 20 years. He retired in 
2006 as a captain.
 Patrick dabbled in many 
jobs over his lifetime. His 

greatest love 
was being a 
dairy farm-
er. His most 
recent job 
was work-
ing for North 

Country Union High School 
as a bus driver. He loved 
the children and travelling 
to many sports events and 
field trips with them. 
 His survivors include his 
three daughters Shannon 
McKenna and her husband 
Luke, Tracy Davies and 
her husband Eric, Cortney 
Jordan and her husband 
Michael; one brother, 
Linden Cochran of  Jersey 
City, N.J. He is also survived 
by his eight grandchildren, 
Shaylyn Russell, Jensen 
Spooner, Amelia McKenna, 
Dalton Davies, Claire Davies, 
Aspen Cochran, Jetta 
Cochran and Nova Jordan. 
He also leaves behind his 
beloved dogs, Leibchen and 
Gus who went everywhere 
with him.
Patrick was preceded in 
death by his parents.
 A Funeral service will 
be held at the Wolcott 
Mennonite Church, 1377 
Rte 15, Wolcott, VT on 
March 25, 2017 at 11 a.m. 
There will be no calling 
hours. A luncheon will be 
provided by the church 
after the services. 
 In lieu of  flowers dona-

tions can be sent to Tracy 
Davies, 9 Maplewood Drive, 
South Burlington, VT 05403 
to help defray the funeral 
costs. 
 Online condolences may 
be made at www.curtis-
britch.com.
 Arrangements are 
entrusted to the care of  the 
Curtis-Britch-Converse-
Rushford Funeral Home, 
locally family owned and 
operated.

CHRIS E. 
FARNSWORTH

ST. ALBANS — Chris 
E. Farnsworth passed 

away unexpectedly on Fri-
day, March 17, 2017. 
 He was born Aug. 
14, 1957, in Montpelier 
to Eugene Farnsworth 
and the late Mary Ava 
(Blackington) Farnsworth. 
 He went to school in St. 
Albans and worked for Stan 
Sweeney rubbish removal 
and also did roofing. Chris 
enjoyed hanging out with 
friends and going for rides 
on back roads.
 He leaves behind his 
only daughter, Mary Ann 
Farnsworth, her fian-
cé, Joey Judd and his 
grandson, Skyler Sweet. 
He also survived by his 
father, Eugene; his broth-
ers, Marty Farnsworth 
and Wayne “Skeeter” 
Farnsworth; his sisters, 
Debbie Bouchard and hus-
band, David, Kandi Naef  
and husband, David. Along 
with nieces and nephews. 
He leaves behind many 
friends, especially Louie 
and Regina Mott, they were 
more like family to him.
 He was predeceased 
by his brother, Douglas 
Farnsworth.
 Chris was a great man 
that will be missed by all 
that knew and loved him.
 There will be no servic-
es.
 Assisting is the Heald 
Funeral Home, where mes-
sages of  condolence are 
welcome at Chris’ on-line 

guest book at www.healdfu-
neralhome.com. 

DAVID W. 
FLANDERS

EAST FAIRFIELD — Mr. 
David W. Flanders, age 

78, passed away Tuesday 
morning, March 21, 2017, 
after a lengthy illness. He 
was born at home in East 
Fairfield, July 13, 1938, son 
of  the late Walter and Thel-

ma (Wright) 
F l a n d e r s . 
Dave served 
his coun-
try in the 
U.S. Army. 

He worked for many years 
delivering for the Buyers 
Digest and Burlington Free 
Press. He also worked for the 
Northwest Solid Waste Dis-
trict, collecting in the town 
of  Fletcher.
 Dave is survived by his 
daughters Jill Flanders and 
her fiancé Jim Bryce, Joy 
Flanders and her compan-
ion Brad Sloan; grandchil-
dren Kyle, Cody, Colton, 
Alex, Hailey and Cierra; 
great-grandchildren Emma, 
Rory, Liam and Raelynn; his 
sisters Alice, Bonnie, Judy, 
Jeanne and Terri; and his 
brothers Roy and Steve. He 
was pre-deceased by his 
parents, wife Marjorie, son 
Vaughn, brothers Patrick 
and Francis, and sisters 
Laura and Mary.
 The family will receive 
condolences at the Brady 
& Levesque Funeral Home, 
86 South Main Street, on 
Friday, March 24, 2017 from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. with a time 
for the sharing of  memo-
ries beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Interment will take place 
later this spring in the 
Binghamville Cemetery. 
Online condolences and 
memories may be shared 
with his family and friends 
at the funeral home website: 
www.bradyandlevesque.
com. As an alternative to 
flowers, memorials may 
be made to The American 
Cancer Society, 55 Day Lane, 
Williston, VT 05495.
 Arrangements are 
entrusted to the Brady & 
Levesque Funeral Home 
and Commemorative 
Services.

LLC, the company suing 
Swanton Wind, LLC and 
its manager, Travis Belisle. 
The Dubies’ attorney, Hans 
Huessy, filed the lawsuit 
with the Franklin County 
Superior Court, Civil 
Division, on March 3.
 M&M owns land adja-
cent to Swanton Wind’s 
proposed construction site. 
According to the complaint, 
one of  the project’s pro-
posed turbines will stand 
within 50 feet of  M&M’s 
property.
 In the complaint, the 
Dubies allege that Swanton 
Wind representatives tres-
passed on that land “for the 
purpose of  delineating wet-
lands” in Dec. 2014, and con-
structed an approximately 
1,000-foot road leading to 
the top of  the ridge some-
time around September, 
2015. The Dubies allege that 
Swanton Wind and/or its 
representatives “knew they 
were trespassing” in both 
cases.
 The Dubies allege that 
the so-called “Ridge Road” 
was constructed without 
their permission, and that 
“numerous trees were 
taken down or injured” 
during the process.
 The complaint says 
the landowners issued 
Swanton Wind a written 
warning in Oct. 2015, and 
that Swanton Wind repre-
sentatives again trespassed 
“to further delineate the 
wetlands” that November.
 The further allegations 
refer to the project itself, 
and concern with which the 
Public Service Board’s reg-
ulatory process is designed. 
 The complaint says that 
“in the petition it filed with 
the Public Service Board, 
Swanton Wind stated that 
the wind turbines proposed 
for inclusion in the project 
will throw large chunks of  
ice, weighing as much as 
two pounds, onto the M&M 
property. The ice may travel 
up to 1,000 feet.”
 But according to 
Swanton Wind’s Public 
Service Board applica-
tion, Swanton Wind hired 
Norwegian risk manage-
ment company DNV GL to 

help assess a winter oper-
ating protocol, designed to 
thwart that possibility. The 
company determined the 
protocol would offer “ade-
quate protection against ice 
throw” by using a constant 
monitoring system, track-
ing several factors includ-
ing “periods of  ice-induced 
drags” on non-heated sen-
sors. The winter operating 
protocol also states the tur-
bines will be shut down if  
temperatures are below 35.6 
degrees Fahrenheit and 
relative humidity above 93 
percent, among other fac-
tors.
 The Dubies’ complaint 
also alleges that the noise 
of  Swanton Wind’s tur-
bines will thwart the M&M 
team’s ability to find leaks 
in their sap pipelines. “One 
of  the means of  identify-
ing a leak in the pipeline 
is to listen for noise made 
by vacuum leaks,” the com-
plaint says.
 Swanton Wind is “com-
mitted” to adhering to the 
state’s industrial wind 
sound limits, according 
to the project’s applica-
tion. Currently, that means 
an exterior limit of  45 
A-weighted decibels (dBa), 
roughly the volume in a 
library, according to IAC 
Acoustics, although the 
Public Service Board has 
proposed a new exterior 
sound limit of  42 dBa in the 
day and 35 dBa at night. 
 Still, the Dubies allege 
“the wind turbines pro-
posed for the project will 
generate sufficient noise 
to make the identification 
of  pipeline leaks extremely 
difficult,” and that the tur-
bine sound “will create a 
loud unpleasant noise in 
areas where M&M employ-
ees must work.”
 The Dubies’ further 
allegations include that 
the project’s solar shad-
ow flicker will create an 
“unpleasant and poten-
tially disorienting visual 
effect in areas where M&M 
employees must work,” 
although the project’s offi-
cial shadow flicker analy-
sis “conservatively” esti-
mated shadow flicker from 

the project would only be 
visible 30 hours per year; 
that installing the turbine 
requires the construction 
of  an access road “as wide 
as the interstate,” contrib-
uting to “harm to trees 
on M&M property caused 
by ice throw, windfall, 
die-back and loss of  sup-
port”; that “blasting may 
throw rocks on to the M&M 
property”; and that devel-
oping Swanton Wind will 
reduce property values for 
M&M and the Dubies by 
“restricting their potential 
for development and recre-
ational use.”
 Anthony Iarrapino, 
Swanton Wind’s original 
attorney, said, “These are 
just allegations.” 
 Iarrapino is not repre-
senting the Belisles in this 
case. “Because the Swanton 
Wind legal team already 
has its hands full with the 
permitting work necessary 
to obtain a Certificate of  
Public Good,” the Public 
Service Board’s “seal of  
approval” allowing con-
struction of  a project to go 
forward, “the Belisles have 
had to incur the expense 
of  hiring another attorney 
to deal with the civil case,” 
Iarrapino said.
 The Belisles’ attorney in 
this case, Ritchie Berger, 
said, “I’ll do my talking in 
court.” But Iarrapino said 
the Dubies’ claims “are 
consistent with fears and 
misinformation about the 
project put out there all 
along.” 
 He pointed to the 
Belisles’ own 12,000-tap 
organic sugaring operation 
near the project’s proposed 
site, and to the logo for 
Georgia Mountain Maples, 
a sugaring business located 
near the Georgia Mountain 
Community Wind Project, 
which superimposes ridge-
line wind turbines over a 
large maple leaf.
 “Any allegations that 
[Swanton Wind] is incon-
sistent with maple sugar-
ing are particularly frus-
trating,” Iarrapino said. 
Berger has not yet filed a 
response to the allegations.

Wind
continued from page 1

School
continued from page 1
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2017 Maple Breakfast
March 25, 26 & April 2 | 8am to 12pm
Catered By Lise Gates and The Dairy Center!
(802) 527-2430       BranonsWestViewMaples

Breezy Acres
GARDEN CENTER & PRIMITIVE BARN

1904 Sheldon Rd., Swanton • www.breezyacresvt.com
802.524.4141 • Wed.–Sat. 10am–5pm

BUNNIES AND CHICKS 
(stuffed of course!)

CHAMPLAIN
MONUMENTS
SINCERE GUIDANCE 
& HONEST ADVICE
848 SHELDON RD.,  St. aLbaNS 
      524-4104       JEff pigNONa
fOR mORE iNfORmatiON viSit
cHampLaiNmONumENtS.cOm

St. Albans Co-op Store

138 Federal Street • St. Albans, VT 
802-524-9366 • 866-237-2704 (Toll Free)

15% OFF  
CHIPPEWA SUPER LOGGER II 
WORK BOOTS

333 SWANTON, RD.,
HIGHGATE COMMONS, ST. ALBANS, VT

802-524-0999 / FAX  802-524-0998
LUNCH: MON-SAT 11AM-2:30PM

DINNER: MON-SAT 4PM-9PM CLOSED SUN.

Thai House 
Restaurant
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AUTHENTIC THAI FOOD

BRING YOUR OWN BEER & WINE. MUST BE 21 OR OLDER

LOOKING FOR A…
New House?
Free Kitten?
Flat Screen TV?
Diamond Ring?
Paperback Thriller?
Snow Tires?

Check out the Classified Section daily 
for great local deals!

Former selectboard member 
charged with 2nd DUI
 RICHFORD — A former Richford select-
board member has been charged with a 
second driving under the influence offense.
 According to the Franklin County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Daniel Newton, 61, was 
driving on Main Street in Richford on 
Monday at 6:25 p.m. when he was spotted 
by a deputy and stopped. Newton had a 
criminally suspended license.
 During the stop, the deputy noticed the 
smell of  intoxicants, according to the sher-
iff ’s office statement. When asked, Newton 
reportedly admitted to having had three 
Coors Light beers. 
 Newton’s preliminary breath test placed 
him over the legal limit, according to the 
sheriff ’s office.
 In addition to DUI, Newton was charged 

with driving with a suspended license and 
violating conditions of  release. He is sched-
uled to appear in Franklin County Superior 
Court on April 10.

Company wins U.S. Army 
contract for combat helmet
 NEWPORT (AP) — A Vermont company 
has won a U.S. Army contract worth up to 
$98 million to produce lightweight next-
generation combat helmets for soldiers.
 Revision Military Ltd. said Tuesday 
it will manufacture the helmets at its 
Newport facility and the work could gener-
ate 50 to 100 jobs.
 CEO Jonathan Blanshay says Revision 
has dedicated significant resources “to 
set a new standard for lightweight helmet 
design and performance.” The five-year 
contract is for up to nearly 294,000 helmets.

A staff member 
of the Franklin 
Grand Isle 
Bookmobile 
reads to the 
children 
enrolled at the 
Champlain 
Valley Head 
Start Swanton 
Early Learning 
Center Monday 
night.

ELAINE EZERINS, St. Albans Messenger
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